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historians (especially of this period) are only gradually coming
to realize that the rude truth is much more interesting than
pious legend, there is still a vast deal of work to do here. How-
ever, in this period, too, new and disturbing knowledge is
accumulating. These terms do not apply to an attempt to
write the history of the house of lords in the age of Charles II,
a book that can only be called a failure.386 But Witcombe,
intent on proving no points, uses the real sources to show how
seriously ambition and distrust from the first disturbed the
co-operation of king and parliament;387 Lee gives us a useful
account of the politics of 1667 - 73 ;388 and Browning's life of
Danby offers the best introduction to the equally troubled
politics of the seventies.389 Even though one may agree that
Shaftesbury was a great man, one may still wonder if Haley's
biography is not too large, but that he succeeds in recreating
and explaining one of the real puzzles of the century must be
emphasized.390 Shaftesbury 's great days form the core of the
first serious attempt to uncover the inner party history of the
reign's central crisis.391 Nothing new has been specifically done
for Charles II, but his brother has received his first scholarly
biography (which is a little too kind to this egregious man).382
The remarkable Sunderland, office-holding survivor of three
revolutions, is the subject of the best political biography to
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